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1.4 S fc. | J 1948 


Mr* Kb ore tad t 

Chairman, Car-salt tea on National 
Security Organisation 
Vcnml&Blcm on Organisation of 
xecutiw© Branch of Government 
1026 K Street, II, W. 
v/sshington 25, D. C* 

fy dans* Mr. Khars tadti 

On /riii&y, there was raised the question of security 
of information relating: to th® national defense am? the 
lows, enacted or proposed, to protect this security. In 
accordance with your request, tho follow! nr reflects our 
views on tills problem* 

Th® oonnerita below are addressed primrlly to t> pro- 
posed cnondrumt to the ISspionago Act and acta relating to 
the national security, which is now in th® Bureau of the 
Budget but has not yet been submitted to th# Congress. This 
proposed legislation is not sponsored by CIA nor. Indeed, 
war® w# con axil tod in the drafting of It, Consequently* 
our views as set forth hers are made freely from our point 
of view alone and do not constitute an official concurrence 
or objection to the proposed bill* 

I might point out hero that my vinwu on the ©rob lest 
of security ax*e inevitably influenced to acme ester t by 
the fact that, as Director of Central Intelligence, I ur. 
hold responsible for protecting intelligence sources and 
methods from unauthorised disclosure (flection 102(e) of 
th® national Security Act of 1947). I tm deeply conscious 
of the heavy responsibility so placed upon me end realise 
that I need all the assistance th© law sen give to carry 
it out successfully. I am also aware, however, that 1s*l 
portanfe as security my be In th© national interest. It is 
sooond to the basic rights of free speech and civil liberty. 
It ia necessary, therefore, to search for a balance between 
tho two which will be adequate to servo the interests of 
national security without infringing unduly on the eas ar.tial 
liberties* 
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an aet-rtrfst to 

Ant- ,vw «•»---» — - - — • « 

rashes mail. ttv* or fitfcfiqpi -- - - - r 

to ti porwm not cntitiad to roosive it of war bo-flk# *nsvre» 
mrn.tm npplt an**#, or note relating to U» 
fj'Mit proposed draft cdd# to thorn physical t%mm Inform* 
tion* relatin'! to th«* national defense# Apparently, ~t 
felt that wwior the old law » p**nM>» might My- «• 
or appiltmae, hut If 1® merely passed on lufoPfyi»iOii» 
without n physical tscuwfsr* to an nmmtho«*-.r<^ 
lw conic? not fe« proaoexted under tM a oectiorn „ reel 
th&fe this 1® a desirable change in the law wh..eh d°*f P® 13 
broaden it# aoopo but merely oloaop a x-?opoo.ie 

relating to the auras offtna*# that 1» nor on the at** fen to 
boohs# PltJMi desirable* X boitereii Is the pwposoi $ nonce 
to- a cation l f s»his« muniehable felltire to repite't 4* 
t&mt ft dowmfifc at* iftfesvmblsft ** <!5 nftbXcnsl 

dttfinVD hoe boon last* stolen* or abeirastadU fhe prop 
#w«**h*« ratal to nooUutt 4 or **# •pienAfS* # *ot toe pro* 
eialcna dflnwjidtt’f UnllfiMo*# of tint* ere n-bt ijapoi-autt 
anourfc no warrant full dtacuasiran end ore not, so for as 

. . ..._ a - ^ t At S m. -■ v= ■**»« Hi . 


1 p».r-. at 
e rots 


wo ar» «an«#rm4* controversial* **-* hwW| 
frost the history of proaeoutians under the hpiom 
fcliiit the stor’blSfir: block west Garmml'f found in the rnfura* 
lawnt that she iNjwenwMiftt ahow ltitasit* or i to believe# 
on the port of the aoonecd* and those elemwit# an© rot 
©sally swiffwmtiblc of proof. At present* the ?h*pr*s a ynurt 

** j#T ., •*■ # *_ _ it .^9 a*. ^ t&. aaffc ti»w* *vf* «wnrt * : T 


appearo m f«w 1 that without ttwwo *Xmm>tn «u proo 
Statutes nlrhfc be umonatitutimiftl. It 1# posaifel*.** 
however, that ward infs, mould b a found whleis would b<; nor* 
pwujtJcfti fbr pjN'»D<iKRitlcm isnrTosnfl mid yot would not vltf 
amaititutlcainl principles* 


:b*oticm € of the prcfWffl*nl bill adds t, »*sf eftt^oiy to 
thoaa paimmw rwiviivod to regiat®** aa, sgdfi^ of* 

tioitor Wiloh would ecM tiho followl ©ifettsa to the provisions 
#sta?>llfthin.:;: tlr*» praaoRfc siitegprtsa 5 

any pm'tKMt sl«o has knowlwigo of or haa 
rewlvsd ijiutruo felon in tho «splor»t •# ooant©rmpiaef*|p# 
or adbofeA/i# uonriao or tastioa of a goworsmcstit o r & 
£?ai*oi#i ootintiy cs* a fc»*<»ie® political ; arty j 

Tills iwnild# wb\te* & Utensil ictorjwotst.lon# for©© sx% tl*c*s# 
with coiukt«rlafettllip*Siaa o9^»ori «n©o dtirdnK tha wr or other* 
wiao, ft**! twuiy of tiiuss in other intolligsnso finloa, to 
rsulat^r ft® i*g«aafe8 of Xoreifpa power#* h© do not feci It 
is advisable bo uuoro# the rogi*ti*stior of ftmerleon altiaena 
ns such amenta isidar thr##t of Slac i^rlsotpcynt weroly 
booiinsft they have spool allied knowlodco or «gq»#pa#ose* -•# 
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thU propoa-xt proviiion lo°ka to the f 



thl» 

provision could bo construed to require fSt^ 

of nany CIA cauployeea, P«ot end px*o»ont» * £®®* th * ' 
would bo bound to raise objection to its passage* 

Section 5 or the proposed bill ™ld euthorlae tm 
execution to ssotion COS of the Conwuni cations Act* *h-®» 
prohibits the ujianthorlaed release ®r u ®« of 
earned by wireless, telegraph, <»* telephwie* As /^wSolns 
this proposed exception is designed t o ^ ^ t 

of police posers in the interest of internal *** G *^H 
In view of the statutory limitation® «m CXA, it 
be appropriate for no to oonment on this iL* *r ll# 

sESas asaanawse s. 

asa Er.rss saJiarjj-. 

&?&?S£S*.5 «.SJ3SST2£S^ W 

discussed orally 1» ths strict eat confidence. 

Paragraph® 6 and 7 of the proposed bill do not affect 
CIA in any way and are* therefo^j , not c^^t *d fj; 
should, howmror, like to close with a few 
I could propoao legislation which would b® effective in 
naintaininr, security but which would also be ropugnont to 
our ays ten of gowemnont as in effect ® e ??^L C t d 
-tato ond control of the prow. I 

propose leulaletlon elallar to the Brltlch i!?. 

Aots Will oh arc sonowhat acre detailed than our *api inage 

Acts but also roooe.nl a® the need for JJT?SSSri*Lniidered 
liberties and froeden of speech, ihouph oonsidtrod 

stricter than our laws, I here been informed that the 

Official Secrets Act® are, like our own, 

many oases shore security is broached by unmithori red 

newspaper stories, articles, or speeches. 

faced with the nm m probloa as we and® ? y «f- *ilr to 

experience have ended up in a position soneitfmt s £’. 

the one in which we now find ourselves. I f*»l* 1 

that unsatisfactory as our lawe are free a s^iets jcu^fey 

viewpoint, they mat be accepted with the 

referred to above and the si fetation faced accordingly. 

This neitmt constant effort to forestall breaches of security 


— S** 
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sfcriot mfm, a#Jlt of 

por.ona In .o P f.r ... 


SlnnQp&ly your*# # 




y c$— c^-/v 




c - j v^/ n 


7-f- 


K. H. hi H t f'"' ii: TT fo 
K F 


co: Director ^ -^/o 

turn to L.li. Ilouston 


LRIIimbt 

Cx* 
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